Request for Labelin;% of Genetically Engineered Foods

6330 O

Food and Drug Administration " December 24, 2000
5630 Fishers Lane ;
Rockville, MD 20857 4 i

Dear FDA Commissioner Jane Henne#g :

Each holiday season, our family gives thanks for our meal and opens gifts. In addition,
 this is the fifth year in a row that we have been intentionally doing family activities that
support growth, sharing, connection, fun, and laughter. So this year, one of our family
~ activities involves adding a new dime;l?sion by taking an activist approach toward the
“Right to Know” about genetically engineered food. Therefore, we are writing to request
that the FDA require the mandatory labeling of all genetically engineered foods,
regardless of whether the food is in itsrwhole form or as an ingredient in processed foods.

~ Recently, the national media has run numerous stories about how millions of tons of
» StarLink corn — possibly allergenic an*i unapproved for human consumption — was
accidentally used in Taco Bell taco shells, as well as other corn products. This fiasco

~ highlights the great importance of prof lécting consumers’ safety through labeling.
g : p ﬁ ‘ ‘

Public opinion polls show the vast majority of Americans want genetically engineered
foods labeled. (81% in a 1999 Time naag’azinc poll.) Yet the FDA is allowing genetically
engineered foods to come to market unlabeled arguing these foods are no different than
those produced by typical hybridization. Studies, however, show crops modified by
genetic engineering may contain increased levels of natural toxins and lower levels of

valuable nutrients.

The FDA says that if a genetically 'en‘ "neered food contains a known allergen it must be
labeled. But what about the unknown%lergens that may be created in these experimental
foods? Genetically engineered crops often contain proteins that have never before been
consumed by humans as food. Further, there are serious questions about the safety of
these crops for the environment. And.people with certain ethical or religious beliefs

- worry about inadvertently eating genes from foods they would not knowingly consume.

We do not want to eat genetically engineered corn or potatoes that contain the Bt toxin.

Nor do we warit-to eat "Roundup Ready" soybeans or other future products such as

tomatoes that contain the gene from a fish! But without labeling, we cannot avoid it. We

request that the FDA require all genetically engineered foods and ingredients be labeled.
~ Thank you! B : ‘ ‘ :

Sincerely, ‘ ‘
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" Food and Drug Administration ‘ December 24, 2000
5630 Fishers Lane 1

Rockville, MD 20857
Deaf FDA Commissioner Jane Henne?,

Each holiday season, our family gives '-thariks for our meal and opens gifts. In addition,

this is the fifth year in a row that we have been inténtionally doing family activities that -~ -

support growth, sharing, connection, un, and laughter. So this year, one of our family

~ activities involves adding a new dimension by taking an activist approach toward the
““Right to Know” about genetically englneered food. Therefore, we are writing to request

. that the FDA require the mandatory Iabelmg of all genetically engineered foods,
regardless of whether the food is in its whole form or as an ingredient in processed foods.

‘Recently, the national media has run nhhnerous stories about how millions of tons of

~ StarLink corn — possibly allergenic and unapproved for human consumption — was

| “accidentally used in Taco Bell taco shells as well as other corn products. This fiasco
: h1ghl1ghts the great importance of proqectmg consumers’ safety through labeling.

Public opinion polls show the vast maJ jority of Americans want genetically engineered
foods labeled. (81% in a 1999 Time magazine poll.) Yet the FDA is allowing genetically
engineered foods to come to market unlabeled arguing these foods are no different than
those produced by typical hybndlzatﬂn Studies, however, show crops modified by
~genetic engineering may contain increased levels of natural toxins and lower levels of
valuable nutrients. :

The FDA says that if a genetically engineered food contains a known allergen it must be
- labeled. But what about the unknown allergens that may be created in these experimental
foods? Genetically engineered crops often contain proteins that have never before been

consumed by humans as food. Further there are serious questions about the safety of
these crops for the environment. And people with certain ethical or rehglous beliefs

. ‘worry about inadvertently eatmg genes‘ from foods they would not knowmgly consume.

We do not want to eat genetlcally eng eered corn or potatoes that contain the Bt toxin.
.Nor do we watit to eat "Roundup Ready soybeans or-other future products such as
tomatoes that contain the gene from a ﬁsh' But without labeling, we cannot avoid it. We
request that the FDA require all genet1ca11y engmeered foods and mgredlents be labeled.
~ Thank you!

Smcerely,b - : }
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‘ " Dear FDA Commissioner Jane Henney,

| , ’

- Each holiday season, our family gives“j‘thanks‘for our meal and opens gifts. In addition,
this is the fifth year in a row that we hlal\;e been intentionally doing family activities that
support growth, sharing, connection, ‘ and laughter. So this year, one of our family

activities involves adding a new dlmenswn by taking an activist approach toward the

“Right to Know” about genetically engineered food. Therefore, we are writing to request

that the FDA require the mandatory labeling of all genetically engineered foods,

regardless of whether the food is in 1ts] whole form or as an ingredient in processed foods.

Recently, the national media has run npmerous stories about how milliens of tons of
StarLink corn — possibly allergenic and unapproved for human consumption — was-
accidentally used in Taco Bell taco shells, as well as other corn products, This fiasco

highlights the great importance of prot i:Lting consumers’ safety through labeling,

Public opinion polls show the vast ‘majonty of Americans want genetically engineered
foods labeled. (81% in a 1999 Time magazme poll.) Yet the FDA is allowing genetically
~ engineered foods to come to market unl labeled arguing these foods are no different than
those produced by typical hybridizatlor‘; Studies, however, show crops modified by
genetic engineering may contain mcreased levels of natural toxins and lower levels of
valuable nutrients. L

The FDA says that if a genetically engmeered food contams a known allergen it must be
labeled. But what about the unknown qllergens that may be created in these experimental
foods? Genetically engineered crops often contain protems that have never before been
consumed by humans as food. Further, a
these crops for the environment. And people with certain eth1cal or religious beliefs

- worry about inadvertently eatmg genest om foods they would not knowmgly consume.

We do not want to eat genetlcally eng?eered corn or potatoes that contam the Bt toxin.
Nor do we want to eat "Roundup Ready" soybeans or other futuré products such as
tomatoes that contain the gene from a ﬁsh' But without labeling, we cannot avoid it. We
request that the FDA reguire all genetlc“ally engineered foods and ingredients be labeled.
Thank you! / _ Ny

Sincerely, /
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- Dear FDA Commissioner Jane Henneif,
_Each holiday season, our family givesichanks for our meal and opens gifts. In addition,

- this is the fifth year in a row that we have been intentionally doing family activities that
support growth, sharing, connection, fun, and laughter. So this year, one of our family
activities involves adding a new d1me sion by taking an activist approach toward the
“Right to Know” about genetically en ineered food. Therefore, we are writing to request
- that the FDA require the mandatory Iabehng of all genetically engineered foods,
regardless of whether the food is in its whole form or as an ingredient in processed foods.

Recently, the national media has run . nmerous stories about how millions of tons of
StarLink corn — possibly allergenic and unapproved for human consumption — was
accidentally used in Taco Bell taco shells as well as other corn products. This fiasco

highlights the great importance of protectmg consumers’ safety through labeling.

Public opinion polls show the vast maJorlty of Americans want genetically engineered
foods labeled. (81% in a 1999 Time ni 1gazine poll.) Yet the FDA is allowing genetically
engineered foods to come to market unlabeled arguing these foods are no different than
those produced by typical hybndlzatlon Studies, however, show crops modified by
genetic engineering may contain mcreased levels of natural toxins and lower levels of
valuable nutrients. -

The FDA says that if a genetically engmeered food contains a known allergen 1t must be
labeled. But what about the unknown aﬁlergens that may be created in these experimental
foods? Genetically engmeered crops often contain proteins that have never before been
consumed by humans as food. Further, there are serious questions about the safety of
these crops for the environment. And people with certain ethical or religious beliefs
worry about madvertently eatmg genes from foods they Would not knowingly consume.

-~ 'We do not want to cat genetlcally engineered corn or potatoes that contam the Bt toxin.
Nor do we warit to eat "Roundup Read " soybeans or other future products such as
tomatoes that contain the gene from a ﬁsh' But without labeling, we cannot avoid it. We -
request that the FDA require all genetlcplly engmeered foods and 1ngred1ents be labeled.

Thank you!
ﬁe B
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_Food and Drug Administratioh ‘ : December 24, 2000
5630 Fishers Lane -
- Rockville, MD 20857

‘ Dear»‘ FDA Commissioner Jane Henney,

Each holiday season, our family gives thanks for our meal and opens gifts. In addition,
this is the fifth year in a row that we have been intentionally doing family activities that
support growth, sharing, connection, rFuny and laughter. So this year, one of our family
activities involves adding a new dlme 1sion by taking an activist approach toward the
““Right to Know” about genencally e J ineered food. Therefore, we are writing to request’
- that the FDA require the mandatory la Pehng of all genetically engineered foods,
- regardless of whether the food is in 1ts Whole form or as an ingredient in processed foods.

Recently, the national media has run mumerous stories about how millions of tons of

‘StarLink corn — possibly allergenic aﬂ unapproved for human consumption — was

W accidentally used in Taco Bell taco sﬂells as well as other corn products. This fiasco

highlights the great importance of: protectmg consumers’ safety through labeling.

Public opinion polls show the vast maJ jority of Americans want genetically engineered
foods labeled. (81% in a 1999 Time m agazme poll.) Yet the FDA is allowing genetically
engineered foods to come to market umlabeled arguing these foods are no different than
those produced by typical hybndlzatlon Studies, however, show crops modified by
genetic engineering may contain mcreased levels of natural toxins and lower levels of
valuable nutrients. -

The FDA says that if a genetically engmeered food contains'a known allergen it must be
‘labeled. But what about the unknown allergens that may be created in these experimental

foods? Genetically engineered crops often contain proteins that have never before been

consumed by humans as food. Furtherl there are serious questions about the safety of
 these crops for the environment. And @eople with certain ethical or religious beliefs -

~ worry about madvertently eatmg genes from foods they Would not knowmgly consume.

We do not want to eat genet1cally engf neered corn or potatoes that contain the Bt toxin.
Nor do we warit to eat "Roundup Read_ " soybeans or other future products such as
tomatoes that contain the gene from a, f sh! But without labeling, we cannot avoid it. We
request that the FDA require all geneq ally engmeered foods and ingredients be labeled.

~Thank you' W

Sincerely,
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